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which the Hohenzollerns had ancient rights. As to these
Silesian claims, Frederick does not say much, though he
alludes to them in his * Histoire de mon Temps5 as being
incontestable. They were certainly valid in themselves ;
their weak point was the length of time they had lain
dormant.
Less excusable than the actual seizure of Silesia was
the manner in which it was done ; the perfidy with which
Frederick concealed his intentions under the mask of
friendship ; the hypocrisy with which, when his army was
occupying Silesia, he pretended to be acting in the in-
terests of Maria Theresa.
It may be asked why, if Frederick wanted to seize
something, he did not seize Juliers and Berg, where there
was no manner of doubt about the justice of his claims.
The answer is not far to seek. By occupying the Rhine
duchies he would have offended France as well as Austria,
whereas France would not care a straw about his aggran-
dising himself on the Oder. Then, again, Juliers and
Berg were far away, Silesia was close at home, contiguous
to the main body of his dominions, and in every respect
a more valuable acquisition.
§ 4.  The Conquest of Silesia.
On December 16, 1740, Frederick entered Silesia at
the head of 28,000 men, averring that he came with no
hostile intentions against Austria, but merely
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invades to guard his own interests there in the troubled
Silesia. times he saw coming. On hearing of his pre-
parations, the Austrians had got together a force of 7,000
men, which, though unable to keep the field, was sufficient
to garrison the fortresses. Three of these, Glogau, Brieg,
, and Neisse, were strong places, and it was hoped that
they would be able to hold out till the spring, when they

